
 BABY 

Parent Child Dedication 

You have been waiting for this moment 

for the past nine months. Your beautiful 

new baby has finally arrived, and you 

celebrate with family and friends. There 

is so much to think about; feeding, 

clothing, pediatricians, car seats; the list 

is endless. Eventually things will settle 

down and you will have the opportunity 

to consider this question, “What is our 

role and responsibility in raising our 

child?” 

A good place to start is to think about 

where your child truly came from. This is 

your child, right? Psalm 139 gives us the 

answer. “For it was You who created my 

inward parts; You knit me together in 

my mother’s womb. I will praise you  

because I have been remarkably and 

wonderfully made. Your works are  

wonderful, and I know this very well. My 

bones were not hidden from you when I 

was made in secret, when I was formed 

in the depths of the earth. Your eyes 

saw me when I was formless; all my days 

were written in Your book and planned 

before a single one of them 

began.” (Psalm 139:13-16) 

The Bible tells us that children are a gift 

from God; created by Him for His  

purpose. God places children in families 

and gives parents the responsibility of 

leading their children to know Him. 

Don’t worry. You don’t have to do this 

on your own. God will guide you. “For I, 

the Lord your God, hold your right hand 

and say to you: Do not fear, I will help 

you.” (Isaiah 41:13). The church stands 

ready to help you as well. Throughout 

your child’s life, the church will equip 

you to lead your child through several 

Rites of Passage Experiences. However, 

the first Rite of Passage is  not for the 

child, but for you, the parent. 

The Parent Child Dedication experience 

is celebrated in two parts. The First  

Family Dedication Class is offered for all 

parents dedicating their child to God 

for the first time. The class, led by one of 

our pastors, is a mandatory part of the 

event. It is our belief that before a family 

stands before God and the church to 

make such a commitment, they should 

understand the importance of the 

promise they are making.  

The second part of the experience is 

the dedication service which takes 

place on Sunday morning. During the 

dedication service, the pastor will invite 

the families to the stage and present 

them to the congregation. Parents will 

be encouraged as they strive to live 

godly lives and lead their children to 

know Jesus. The people of the church 

will be encouraged to fulfill their role by 

walking alongside parents and praying 

for them. The Preschool Ministry of First 

Family will be here for you as you lead 

your child on this spiritual journey.  



 BABY 
Bible Teaching Begins at Birth 

Parents often ask the question “What can my baby learn about God?” When you 

look at a sweet, cuddly baby, you know that the child is not capable of deep  

spiritual thought. Infants learn about their creator in more subtle ways. Let’s take a 

look at a few characteristics of spiritual learning during the first year of life. 

 -  begin to develop a sense of trust as their needs are consistently met 

 - sense attitudes and expressions of love 

 - began to associate God’s name with trust and love 

 - sense that there is an importance associated with Jesus and the Bible 

 - may learn to point to pictures of Jesus and the Bible. 

From the moment your tiny baby is born, he or she begins to learn many things. God 

desires for parents to use this special time to begin teaching their babies about God’s 

love. “These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them 

to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk 

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)   

How do you apply this to everyday life? It is easier than you think. 

 

Getting Started 

Personal Relationship with Jesus – You cannot teach what you do not know. The  

starting point for every parent is to be sure of their relationship with Jesus Christ. If you 

would like to talk to someone about this, just call us at the church office and we will 

set up a time for you to speak with a pastor. 

Daily Quiet Time – Spending time with God in prayer and reading the Bible prepares 

you to lead your child. 

Pray – Pray for your baby while rocking her or while she is sleeping. Ask God to  

protect her and to give you wisdom to lead her. Pray for her future salvation.  

Attend Church – Bring your baby to church consistently. Begin to set the example 

early. Your child will adapt and begin to understand that this is an important part of 

your family’s week. 

Hold and Cuddle – Holding a baby close and often gives him a sense that he is safe 

and loved; just like when we are in the arms of God. 



 

Sing – Communicate God’s love through song. Jesus Loves Me is a great song to start 

with but any song with the name of God or Jesus will work. 

Read a Book – Even though your infant is very small, read Bible stories from a children’s 

Bible.  

Choose a Verse – Find a verse from the Bible that you can repeat over and over to 

your baby as you go through the first year of life together. Babies are not ready to 

memorize scripture, but they hear and retain more than you think. The verse will help 

strengthen you as well. 

Calm Attitude – Be calm and consistent in your reactions to situations. Try to always 

have a response that is godly and kind. Infants sense strife and will become upset and 

feel less secure. 

 

What is the Goal? 

From the very first days of life we can influence our children and point them to Jesus. 

When you teach your child about God, you build a spiritual foundation in their lives. 

Each year another brick is added to the foundation. The First Family Preschool Ministry 

will be your partner in teaching. By the time your child leaves the preschool years  

behind and enters the school-age years, the foundation should be solid. It is a firm  

spiritual foundation that may well lead to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ when 

he or she is older. 

 

Verses to Encourage 

Psalm 139 (entire chapter) 

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born 

I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  

Psalm 127:3 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.”  

Jeremiah 29:11 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”  



 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”  

1 Samuel 1:27-28 

“For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition that I made to him. 

Therefore, I have lent him to the Lord. As long as he lives, he is lent to the Lord.”  

Matthew 19:14 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of heaven.”  


